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1. Open House   3

Chorus

2. Reply to Censure 17

Chorus

3. Night Journey 23

Soprano solo

4. Mid-country Blow 28

Tenor solo

5. Vernal Sentiment 30

Chorus

6. The Premonition 36

Chorus

7. The Bat 44

Soprano and Tenor soloists

8. Idyll 47

Soprano and Tenor soloists

9. “Long Live the Weeds” 52

Chorus

10 The Summons 58

Chorus

Open House: Roethke Cantata celebrates the 100th Anniversary of the birth of Theodore

Roethke on May 25, 1908, in Saginaw, Michigan.  The texts are all drawn from his first book of

poetry, Open House, except for “The Summons” which was written as the Phi Beta Kappa

poem for the Phi Beta Kappa Society at Penn State in 1938 and remains unpublished.  The

poem was inspired by the tragic events unfolding in Europe leading up to World War II. 

Theodore Roethke taught English and coached the varsity tennis team at the Pennsylvania

State College from 1936 to 1943 and again for one year in 1948 after a period at Bennington

College, Vermont. From 1948 until his death in 1963, the poet lived in or near Seattle and

taught at the University of Washington, where he was given the title of Poet in Residence.  He

suffered a fatal heart attack on August 1, 1963, while visiting with friends at the Bloedel estate

on Bainbridge Island, Washington.  

Beginning with the publication of his first book, Open House, in 1941, Roethke had a highly

successful career that brought him a Pulitzer Prize (for The Waking in 1953) and two National

Book Awards (for Words for the Wind, which won six other poetry awards in 1958, and The Far

Field, published posthumously in 1964). His work has gained world-wide recognition, with

translations of poems into many languages.
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*Used with permission

1. Open House
For Chorus and Piano or Orchestra

Bruce Trinkley
from Open House (1941)*

Theodore Roethke
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3. Night Journey
For Soprano and Piano or Chamber Ensemble

Bruce TrinkleyTheodore Roethke
from Open House (1941)*

*Used with permission of Bantam Doubleday Dell

© 2007 Bruce Trinkley
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from Open House (1941)*

4. Mid-Country Blow
for Tenor and Piano

Bruce Trinkley

*Used with permission of Doubleday

Theodore Roethke

© 2007 Bruce Trinkley
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*Used with permission

5. Vernal Sentiment
For SATB Chorus and Piano Bruce TrinkleyTheodore Roethke

from Open House (1941)*



&

&

V
?

&

?

bb b b b

b b b b b

b b b b b

b b b b b

b b b b b

b b b b b

    

   

   

  

6

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
frog scum ap pear on the pond with the same froth ofœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
frog scum ap pear on the pond with the same froth of

6

.œ̇œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ .œ̇œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ

.˙ .œ œ Jœ
-

.˙ .œ œ Jœ
-

Œ . œ Jœ .œ jœ ‰ Jœ
froth of green, And

Œ . œ jœ .œ jœ ‰ Jœ
froth of green, And

.˙ .œ Jœ ‰ ‰
green,

.˙ .œ Jœ ‰ ‰
green,

.œ̇œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ
-

.œ̇œ œ œœ œœb œ œœn
-

.˙ .œ œ Jœ
-

.˙ .œ œ Jœ
-

p F

p F

-

-

&

&

V
?

&

?

bb b b b

b b b b b

b b b b b

b b b b b

b b b b b

b b b b b

    

   

   

  

8 œ œb œ .œ jœ ‰ Jœ
boys moon at girls with

œb œ œ .œ jœ ‰ Jœ
boys moon at girls with

Ó . œ œ œ
boys moon at

Ó . œ œ œ
boys moon at

8

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

..˙̇ .œ œ Jœ
- ..˙̇ .œ œ Jœ

-

F

F

F

œ Jœ œ œ œ œb Jœ .œ
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-
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bit ter: I re

œœœ œœœb œœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœn
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œ œ œ .˙n
joice in the spring,

Œ œ œ œb œ œ
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jœœ

marcato, joyfully

jœn ‰ jœ œ jœ .˙b
as though no spring

jœ ‰ jœn œ jœ .˙b
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œb - œ- œ- .˙n -
ev er had been.
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spring ev er had

œ- œn - œ- .-̇
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10. The Summons
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